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Amsterdam, February 6, 2025 

Dear Organizing Committee of the European Congress of Neurology and Neuropsychiatry, 

The Dutch chapter of the Citizens Commission on Human Rights (CCHR, U.S.), operating as 

the Nederlands Comité voor de Rechten van de Mens (NCRM) foundation, will host a three-

day exhibition titled "Psychiatry: An Industry of Death", opening on February 15 at the 

Zuiderkerk in the heart of Amsterdam. This traveling exhibition, which has previously visited 

cities such as Antwerp, Budapest, Berlin, and Paris, now makes its stop in Amsterdam. 

The very reason for this traveling exhibition to visit Amsterdam is the upcoming European 

Congress of Neurology and Neuropsychiatry, taking place in the Amsterdam region on 

February 17–18. The congress, themed "Brain and Mental Health: Navigating the Future of 

Neurology and Psychiatry," will focus on various topics, including "Brain Stimulation 

Techniques." These techniques involve influencing (parts of) the brain using electrical currents 

and pulsed magnetic fields.  

NCRM foundation acknowledges the potential benefits of neurotechnological advancements in 

aiding individuals with severe nerve damage. However, history has shown that mainstream 

psychiatry continues to focus on bio-medical interventions for psychological issues—an 

approach that has led to a sharp increase in the use of dangerous psychotropic drugs over recent 

decades, without sufficient attention to underlying causes. 

The "Psychiatry: An Industry of Death" exhibition explores the history of mainstream 

psychiatry through video displays and static displays. It highlights past and present abuses, 

including the torture of mentally ill patients in earlier centuries, the role of eugenics in 

psychiatry, and the involvement of German psychiatrists in the Holocaust. The exhibition also 

covers controversial practices such as psychosurgery (e.g., lobotomies), electroshock therapy, 

and the use of the psychiatric manual DSM, whose diagnostic classifications have been widely 

criticized as pseudoscientific. Additionally, it examines the rise of psychiatric medications and 

the pharmaceutical industry's influence, along with their negative consequences. 

In the Netherlands, approximately 1,000 patients undergo electroshock annually. However, 

exact statistics remain unavailable, as confirmed by the Dutch Ministry of Health in 2017, 

which admitted that electroshock use in long-term care is not systematically monitored. 

Globally, electroshock therapy has been administered to over a million patients each year for 

decades, despite persistent concerns from critics. A 2021 study on electroconvulsive therapy 

(ECT) concluded: "Given the high risk of permanent memory loss and the small mortality risk, 

this longstanding failure to determine whether or not ECT works means that its use should be 

immediately suspended until a series of well-designed, randomized, placebo-controlled studies 
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have investigated whether there really are any significant benefits against which the proven 

significant risks can be weighed." Despite such concerns, these criticisms appear to have had 

little impact on the psychiatric establishment. 

The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture stated in 2020: "Involuntary psychiatric interventions 

may well amount to torture." Furthermore, regarding deep brain stimulation, we echo the 

concerns of senior neuroscientist Dr. Curtis Bell, who advocates for an ethical pledge among 

neuroscientists: "[…] to refuse to participate in the application of neuroscience to violations of 

basic human rights or international law." 

Despite calls from the UN and WHO to move away from the biomedical model, psychiatry 

continues to adhere to it. When NCRM requested a response from the Dutch Association for 

Psychiatry, they replied (November 2024, translated by us): "As a professional group, we 

adhere to the applicable laws and regulations regarding coercion. Your letter does not provide 

sufficient grounds for us to change our position." 

We urge a fundamental shift in biological psychiatry and neuropsychiatry—one that prioritizes 

human rights and adopts a more holistic approach. Achieving this important goal requires your 

active participation and commitment. 

The psychiatry-critical exhibition "Psychiatry: An Industry of Death" will be held at the 

Zuiderkerk, Zuiderkerkhof 72, in central Amsterdam. The exhibition opens on Saturday, 

February 15, at 1:00 p.m. and will be open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. until Monday, 

February 17. Admission is free. 

Yours sincerely, 

the organizing committee of the exhibition "Psychiatry: An Industry of Death," Amsterdam, 

February 2025, by CCHR / NCRM. 

 
References: 

We limit ourselves to the following reference: The WHO/UN document "Mental Health, 

Human Rights, and Legislation: Guidance and Practice," dated October 2023, which advocates 

for mental health care reforms in line with human rights principles. 

 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240080737 
 
 

Nederlands Comité voor de Rechten van de Mens (NCRM) is the Dutch section of the 

Citizens Commission on Human Rights, founded in 1969 by Scientology (USA) in 

cooperation with professor, author and psychiatrist dr. Thomas Szasz. NCRM is a public 

benefit organization (Dutch: ANBI) and investigates and exposes violations of human rights 

in psychiatry. 
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